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Parkview High School  

High School Course Syllabus


Course Title
Freshman Honors/Gifted Language Arts   Term
2014-2015
Teacher
Jack Gayle
              room #
12.228
	Email Address
Teacher Web Page
	Jack_gayle@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
http://coachgayle.weebly.com

	Teacher Support

(Help sessions etc.)
	Help sessions are available before school or during guided study by appointment.


Course Description (Published in the Choice Book)
This course challenges college-bound students to extend and refine their use of language.  Each semester includes a balance of composition, applied grammar, and an in-depth study of literature.  The developments of vocabulary, speaking, listening, researching, and test-taking skills are an integral part of the curriculum.
Course Curriculum Content
The entire list of Academic Knowledge and Skills for each of the following curriculum strands in this course can be accessed through the district web address at www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us.
	AKS Strands
	Units/Topics

	A. Listening, Speaking, and Viewing







B. Comprehension

C. Reading Across the Curriculum

D. Writing

E. Conventions
	1. Short Stories

2. Nonfiction
3. Greek and Roman mythology

4. Epic (The Odyssey by Homer)
5. In-class Novels (Anthem by Rand; Night by Wiesel)
6. Independent novel


Instructional Materials and Supplies
	Published Materials
	Instructional Supplies

	Prentice Hall Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes: 

 Gold Level ($61.95) 
Prentice Hall:
Writing and Grammar:
                                       Communication in Action
	1. Blue or black ink pens

2. Pencils

3. Lined paper (either college-ruled or regular)
4. Cloth book cover (optional)
5. Binder with sections to keep vocabulary, literature, composition, and grammar notes


Evaluation and Grading
	Assignments
	Grade Weights
	Grading Scale

	Class assessments (quizzes, daily work, homework)
Summative assessments (unit tests, major projects, essays)
	Class Assessments
35%

Interim Assessment (Midterm)
2 %

Summative Assessments
43 %

Final Exam/EOCT
20 %
	A:
90 and above

B:
80 – 89

C:
74 – 79

D:
70 – 73
F:
69 or below


Other Information
	Expectations for Academic Success
	Additional Requirements/Resources

	1) Read daily
2) Ask questions
3) Participate constructively as a team member
4) Proof read written assignments and edit meaningfully
5) Review multiple sources of information
6) Challenge yourself to continuously improve
	· Tutoring Available

· Helpful Resources

· Community Support Services



The syllabus may be updated as needed throughout the semester.
Cheating:

Every assignment submitted for credit is accepted as the student’s own work.  It may not, therefore, have been composed, wholly or partially, by another person or copied, wholly or partially, from a book, article, essay, newspaper, another student’s paper or notebook, or any other written or printed source.  Cheating by students is considered inexcusable conduct, and it will not be tolerated.  A zero will be given to the student for the assignment involved, and parents and administrators will be contacted.  

Make-Up Work:

When a student has an excused absence, he or she must make up any missed work within five school days.  It is the student’s responsibility to get the missing assignments and get extra help or explanations at the teacher’s convenience, before or after school.
The five-day rule does not apply to pre-announced due dates on assignments such as projects and essays.  In those cases, it is generally expected that the student would turn in the assignment or take the exam on the first day back to school.

A student must show the teacher the excuse for an absence within two days of his/her return to school, or the absence is automatically unexcused.  Students will not be allowed to make up work for unexcused absences.

Tardy Policy:
Parkview High School has instituted a Student Tardy Accountability Management Program (STAMP).  Any student in the hall when the tardy bell stops ringing and who does not have a hall pass will be sent to the nearest student-management office (upstairs in building A or near the media center).  The administrator on duty will issue a warning or consequence and give the student an admit form to class.  Students will be given a warning for the first three tardies.  After the third tardy, consequences will range from administrative detention to out-of-school suspension.

Remember:  A student is considered tardy if he or she is not in the classroom when the tardy bell rings.

Late Assignments:

Ten percent of the points for a major (summative) assignment will be deducted for each day the assignment is turned in late.  An assignment is late if it is not handed in when I ask for it.  This means that if a student turns in the assignment any time after I have collected it, it is late.  (A malfunctioning printer, by the way, is not an excuse for turning an assignment in late.  Students may bring in the document on a disk or flash drive and print it in one of the school computer labs.)  I do not accept any assignment that is more than three days late.  No classwork will be accepted late unless it is due to an excused absence.
Parkview High School

Language Arts Department

Composition Standards:

Follow these guidelines for final drafts of edited essays:

· Papers should be typed if at all possible.

· Type a heading in the upper left corner of the first page, including your name, your teacher’s name, the name of the course, and the date.  The heading should be double spaced.
Joe Smith

Gayle
Freshman English

6 August 2014
· Center and type the title of the paper.  Use standard capitalization rules.  Space once between the title and the body of the paper.  Do not underline the title or put it in quotation marks.

· Double-space the entire paper, including the heading.  (If you must write your paper by hand, skip lines.  Do not leave an extra space between paragraphs.)

· For multi-paged papers, number all pages in the upper right-hand corner.  (Using the header function of your word processor, indicate your last name and page number, beginning on page 1.)

· Write or print on only one side of the paper.

· Use blue or black ink on lined, loose-leaf notebook paper if you are handwriting your paper.

· Edit your papers carefully.  Rules concerning Standard English apply to all assignments.

· Take pride in the overall appearance of your paper!

For in-class essays, you will use the heading and title described above.  However, you will not be required to skip lines or number pages.

Acknowledgement of Classroom Procedures and Requirements

Coach Gayle
Freshman Language Arts
______________________________

Student (please print)

______________________________

Class period

I have read and understand the course syllabus, standard procedures, and classroom expectations.  I agree to follow the procedures and expectations for the class.  I understand that there are penalties for not following the procedures and expectations and that these penalties are to be determined by the teacher.

______________________________

Student signature

______________________________

Date

We have read and understand the course syllabus, standard procedures, and classroom expectations.  We further understand that there are penalties for not following the procedures and expectations and that these penalties are to be determined by the teacher.

______________________________

Parent signature

______________________________

Date

