Gayle

9th Gifted LA
Ninth Grade Writing Expectations
From the teachers:

Write a literary analysis about tone and purpose with details from the text to support thesis (as well as main idea by paragraph).

Remove personal feelings and first-person perspective from the writing unless specifically told otherwise.

There are no second chances once the final copy has been turned in.  Students have opportunities to revise and edit with teachers and peers, but the final copy is the final copy.  In most cases, this copy must be typed according to MLA standards.

Avoid hypothetical statements and reasoning.  For example, avoid “what if” questions/statements.  Instead, deal only with what is.

Rhetorical devices and figurative language are good, but rhetorical questions are not.  Writing in second person is not acceptable.  Pronouns that refer to the essay itself are discouraged.

Transition words and phrases are great, especially when used to link ideas within paragraphs.  Avoid the overused paragraph introductions: first, second, third, next, finally, in summary, in conclusion, etc.

MLA citations are necessary because they need to be well on their way by the time they leave ninth grade.

Comma mastery is important.  Conjunctions are not always coordinating.
A thesaurus is great, except when the word is used inappropriately or incorrectly.  Sometimes simplicity is best.  Interesting doesn’t mean outlandish.

From the 9th grade gifted students after their first essay:
Avoid second person.  It’s the devil.

Be aware of switching verb tenses, intentionally and unintentionally.  You did that tomorrow.

Might is when something could happen.  May is when you’re being polite and asking permission.

Commas are great with, coordinating conjunctions, except when the word, isn’t being used that way.

Please put down the thesaurus.  Please.  Slowly back away from it.

Be aware when to use like versus as if.  Remember: like means “similar to.”  It never means said.

PAU = Pronoun Antecedent is Unclear.  Pay careful attention to pronouns it, that, and this.

Ellipses are for missing information or words, not for creating dramatic pauses or…sunburst orange bees.

It’s not that exciting!  (Get it?)

Don’t split infinitives to quickly make a vivid verb.

Repetition is boring because repetition makes it repeatedly sound like you repeat yourself and stuff.

Don’t begin sentences with “So…” or “See, what had happened was…”

Avoid stupid informal words that sound like crap and suck in essays.

Be brief.  Don’t use filler words when just a simple sentence will do just fine to really explain topics.

Don’t state the obvious.  Stating the obvious is bad.

When it’s time it’s when.  Where is for placement.  Where you should use when is when it’s time.
