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Questions:

1.) In one clear sentence, identify the situation: what is happening in the poem?

2.) What is the theme of the poem?  Explain.
3.) Who is the speaker? How do you know?

4.) Examine the writer’s diction:
a. Does the author use any alliteration?  If so, give examples.

b. Does the writer use any unusual or unfamiliar words?  If so, what?  What do you think they mean?

c. Is the language formal or informal?  Why did the author make that choice?

5.) What words or phrases evoke vivid imagery? Cite examples.
6.) What effect does the use of imagery have on the overall literal and metaphorical meaning of the poem?

7.) Where in the poem does the author’s specific use of repetition (refrain) influence how the poem is understood by the reader?

8.) What are the major shifts in the poem and what do they reveal? (Examine sudden changes in sentence length, rhythm, punctuation, or patterns of imagery.)
9.) What is the overall tone of the poem? Note any significant lines that give a clue to the speaker’s attitude. 
10.) Does the writer use any figurative language (simile, metaphor, personification)?  If so, how is it significant? 
11.) Is this poem fixed form or free verse? Why?

