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Dystopian society’s are characterized by human misery and suffering.  They are typically places where the inhabitants live dehumanized or fearful lives.  You might be familiar with two dystopian novels already: The Giver and The Handmaid’s Tale are both on reading lists in middle schools all over the country.  Dystopian themes are also found in many movies, from Blade Runner (1982, Ridley Scott) to V for Vendetta (2005, James McTiegue), the subject has remained popular since the beginning of cinema in the early twentieth century.  (Some of George Lucas’s early work was dystopian in nature.)

Dystopian societies often start as idealistic utopias, places where people wish to improve the quality of life but instead end up going too far or becoming obsessed with power.  (This happens in Lord of the Flies, which you’ll read next year.)  Another important element in many dystopian tales is control.  The governing bodies and/or ruling classes often achieve supremacy by denying the plebian masses knowledge, freedom, and basic human rights—knowledge being the greatest of these.

Before I say too much, take a moment to list a few examples of popular stories you feel are good examples of dystopian societies or ways of life.  Also, be sure to give your reasons for including the story on your list.  Remember: your list can include novels (both graphic and traditional) as well as movies.  You might be surprised by some of the examples we come up with.
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Now that you know a little more about dystopian societies and ideals, list some elements of our own society which you feel are dystopian in nature.  Keep in mind that some things need to be somewhat dystopian because of the role they perform in our society.  Think of two good examples.
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