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What it is

The word dystopian is fun to say.  If you can find a way to use it in casual conversation, that’s even better.  But how many of your friends and family members have any idea what the word means?  How many of you actually know what the word means?  If you are clueless then you should probably look it up, since we’ve talked about it in class.  For those of you that were paying attention, I’m going to give you an opportunity to use the word to its full capacity.  I want you to create your own dystopian society.  You’re going to describe, and in some cases sketch, the various details that make up a dystopian world.  If you follow these directions while working on your project, you’ll have a hard time straying off course.  Keep that in mind.  That was a hint.
The World
First, decide what happened in the world that led to the creation of your dystopian society.  It could be another world war like in Anthem or the movie Equilibrium, or it could be an outbreak of a deadly disease similar to V for Vendetta.  The possibilities are limitless: nuclear war, terrorist attacks, rogue comets crashing into Earth, natural disasters, or millions of rabid puppies.  OK, maybe not the last one.

Your Hero


You can’t decide who your hero is until you’ve figured out your world.  After you’ve got the setting intact, pinpoint the most likely place from which your hero might emerge.  Would he be a freedom fighter like V?  Would he slowly open his eyes to the truth like Equality does in Anthem?  Or would he be an actual agent of the oppressive system turned good guy like Christian Bale in Equilibrium.  There is plenty of freedom here as well.  You might want to mention his moment of enlightenment—the way in which it could happen would be a good start.  Also, these people are usually not without help.  Who is helping him or her?  Is it a protégé, a love interest, or just another disillusioned member of society?
Methods of Oppression

How are the people held down; how are they oppressed?  Or in some ways, how are they suppressed?  Is the government doing it, using subtle methods of control (V for Vendetta), obvious methods of control (Equilibrium), or has society been squashed for so long the people are nothing more than mindless followers (Anthem)?  Before you consider this, however, you need to consider WHY.  In all three of these stories, and in “Harrison Bergeron,” there are reasons for the government’s imposed restrictions.  What are yours?
Symbols

Leave a place on your paper where there is free space.  In that free space, I want you to draw the symbol of your new regime.  Look to Equilibrium for inspiration.  (Remember the not-quite-a-Nazi-flag that was flying?)  The symbol should be simple and effective, something that conveys the attitude of your new world order.

Power Point

This project must be presented via Power Point or Prezi.  I would suggest responding to each of my sections with your own similarly titled sections.  Each response slide should include the information from the directions.  For the symbols, incorporate them into your project as you see fit.  You might have them sprinkled throughout or just on one slide with a detailed explanation.  Keep in mind that this is worth a major test grade, and it could have a profoundly positive effect on your average.  It could also have a disastrously negative effect on your grade, just so you know.
