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English/Shakespearean Sonnets
· 14 line poems
· Rhyme scheme: abab, cdcd, efef, gg
· Usually iambic pentameter (10 syllables per line, five pairs of unstressed/stressed)
· Types of stanzas
· Quatrain – 4 lines, grouped or in separate stanzas
· Couplet – two lines together that rhyme and change the poem somehow
“Facebook Sonnet”
by Sherman Alexie (in May 16, 2011 New Yorker Magazine):

Welcome to the endless high-school

Reunion.  Welcome to past friends

And lovers, however kind or cruel.

Let's undervalue and unmend

The present.  Why can't we pretend

Every stage of life is the same?

Let's exhume, resume, and extend

Childhood.  Let's all play the games

That occupy the young.  Let fame

And shame intertwine.  Let one's search

For God become public domain.

Let church.com become our church.

Let's sign up, sign in, and confess

Here at the altar of loneliness.

Using the example, write your own sonnet staying as close to the proper form as possible.  Remember, sentences don’t have to end at the end of each line.  If you notice above, the sentence “wrap around” some of the lines.  It is only the rhyme that must end each line.  (You can use “cheat” words and “cheat” rhymes as well if you so choose.)
