Gayle

9th Gifted

Foil Pairs

In To Kill a Mockingbird
One technique an author might use to make his or her characters’ traits more obvious to the reader is that of pairing foils.  Two characters who are very different in terms of their values, characteristics, and goals will be placed together in several incidents in the novel.  The purpose of employing this technique is to make the contrast between the characters.  That is, to make the “bad person” seem very corrupt while highlighting the excellent qualities of the “good person”.

The following pairs are foils, and therefore, they are placed opposite one another in the chart.  In the middle of the two characters, list the qualities and values that are highlighted by this pairing.

	Character
	Highlighted Qualities
	Foil

	1.  Calpurnia


	
	  Aunt Alexandra

	2.  Jem and Scout


	
	  Dill

	3.  Lula


	
	  Calpurnia

	4.  The Ewells


	
	  The Cunninghams

	5.  Mrs. Dubose


	
	  Bob Ewell

	6.  Nathan Radley


	
	  Atticus

	7.  Walter Cunningham, Jr.


	
	  Burris Ewell

	8.  Scout


	
	  Mayella Ewell

	9.  Miss Maudie


	
	Miss Stephanie


