Gayle
9th Gifted

Pressure to Cheat Personal Narrative

You’re a cheater.  We all are.  In some way we’ve been academically dishonest during our time in school.  It might not have been a big deal; it was probably a small assignment like homework or a daily grade.  However, sometimes it’s more than that.  Sometimes it’s a big assignment and a really big deal.

I want you to reflect on a time when you felt the pressure to be academically dishonest.  (Don’t worry; you can’t get in trouble for it!)  What were the circumstances that led you to cheat or at least consider it?  Did you go through with it?  Why or why not?  What was the outcome?  Follow the tips below when constructing your personal narrative:

One page, typed, double-spaced

Name and date in the top left

Format:




Background info or setup 

(first paragraph)
Actual incident.  Did you?  Didn’t you?  Why or why not?  Expectations/pressure/motivation 

(second paragraph)



Resolution/outcome.  What happened after?  Consequences, short and long-term
(third paragraph)

Remember, this needs to be a compelling read.  You need to think of an example that is sufficiently interesting and worth writing about.  Talking about copying homework five minutes before a class is not interesting!  If you feel as though you are such an honest person that you can’t recall an instance of significant cheating, you can write about being witness to academic dishonesty, your involvement (if any), and how it influenced your decision not to engage in such behavior.
