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Snow White and the Seven Critics

Once upon a time there lived a young princess named Snow White, so named for her creamy complexion and pure heart.  When Snow White was still quite young, her mother fell ill and died.  After some time, her grief-strickened father married a beautiful young woman from a neighboring kingdom.  Unfortunately, Snow White’s new stepmother began to grow jealous of Snow White’s loveliness.  As time passed, the stepmother banished poor Snow White who ran into the wilderness only to stumble upon a stone building where six short, funny, bearded men with pipes seemed to reside along with an odd-looking woman who wore hiking boots and jeans.  Alack the day, for upon entering the building, Snow White realized to her utter dismay that she had entered the university’s English Department.  Forced to enroll in a creative writing class, Snow White had to compose a personal narrative as her first assignment.  After much prewriting, Snow White decided to tell her own story with a fanstastical ending involving dwarfs and witches.  Below are the critiques of her seven professors:

The reader response critic simply enjoyed reading the story.  He went on to talk about how he identified with Snow White because he had once become lost in a forest during a Boy Scout camping trip and found it to be a terrifying experience.  He didn’t know what to do or where to go.  He was so scared he would never make it back to his troop.


The moralist critic extolled the virtues of the work, pointing out the many timeless themes: good always triumphs over evil; with perseverance and patience, anyone can overcome humble beginnings and be successful in life; and, obviously, one should never accept food from strangers.


The psychological critic was not interested in the story.  He was more interested in the life of Snow White.  He was intrigued by the troubled relationship between the stepmother and daughter, pointing out that the jealousy between the two was spawned by competition for the attention of the father/husband.  (Of course, this could be sexual in nature.)  He was also fascinated by a bunch of small men living together in perfect harmony….


The new critic completely ignored Snow White and didn’t want to have anything to do with her.  He only wanted to focus on the text: why was it written in the first person? Is the narrator a reliable source of information? What does the apple symbolize?  (Something sexual, the psychological critic would no doubt say!) Why are there seven dwarfs and not more or less? What is the significance of the Prince being named Charming? Is he Jesus reference?

The archetypal critic pointed out that the apple being given to Snow White was similar to the apple in the garden of Eden, making Snow White Eve and her stepmother Satan.  He went on to suggest tat the forest was a timeless setting of tranquility and peace where the seven dwarfs—seven being a number of perfection—functioned as guardians or angels protecting Snow White.


The Marxist critic was up in arms, pointing out how the monarchy oppressed the commoners; he then suggested that the dwarfs rise up and overthrow the tyrannical royals and take the power back to the people.


The feminist critic was appalled that Snow White had to be rescued by Prince Charming, pointing out that the young woman was quite capable of surviving in the forest without his help.  She also lamented that Snow White had to be portrayed as sweet and innocent and that she was treated as an indentured servant by the dwarfs and a sex object by the prince—a prize to be won.  What’s so great about the prince anyway?  All he has is a Y chromosome and some extra bits.  He’s nothing special!

