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Gifted 9th LA
The Odyssey by Homer

Part One Study Guide
Literary Analysis (p. 979)
1. Define Epic Hero.

2. Name the seven main types of conflict.
Prologue (p. 981)

1.
Who is the speaker in this section?

2.
Who is the speaker addressing?

3.
How would you describe the speaker’s tone?

4.
Give a direct quote from lines 1-5 that describes Odysseus.

5.
How were Odysseus’ crew (shipmates) destroyed?

6.
For what did Odysseus “hunger”?

7.
What is the name of Odysseus’ homeland?

8.
Which god did not pity Odysseus?

9.
What do we learn about Odysseus’ fate?

10.
In epics, the speaker often begins by “stating the theme.”  From this introduction, what do you think the theme of The Odyssey is?
“Sailing from Troy” (p. 983-984) 

3.
After Odysseus leaves Calypso, on whose shore does he arrive, nearly dead?

4.
How did the people of Greece and Asia Minor regard guests?

5.
Why do you think Odysseus chose not to reveal his name before the minstrel plays?

6.
Why do you think Homer chose to have Odysseus tell his own story?

7.
Describe Odysseus’ reputation.

8.
What feelings does Odysseus have for Ithaca?

9.
Who are the two women who prevented Odysseus from going home?

10.
What is “sweeter than a house of gold” to Odysseus?

11.
What happened at Ismarus, on the coast of the Cicones?

12.
What is compared in the simile in lines 53-55?

13.
Who roused a storm against Odysseus’ ships?

14.
How many days did they drift at sea?

“The Lotus Eaters” (p. 984)

1.
What can you conclude about Odysseus’ character from his decision to send out men to investigate the unknown island?

2.
What happens to the men who eat the lotus?

3.
What does Odysseus do to those three men?

4.
What does Odysseus order the rest of the men to do?  Why?

“The Cyclops” (p. 986-999)

1.
What might the character of the cyclops represent?

2.
Why does Odysseus wait for the cyclops in the cave?

3.
Why do you think Odysseus and his men offer a burnt offering to the gods?

4.
What did the cyclops bring with him into the cave? Why?

5.
What was the cyclops’ answer to Odysseus’ request for hospitality?

6.
What does Odysseus tell the cyclops about his ship?  Why?

7.
What does the cyclops do to two of Odysseus’ men?

8.
Why doesn’t Odysseus kill the cyclops while he is sleeping?

9.
What does the cyclops do before he leaves the cave in the morning?

10.
Who is Odysseus’ divine guardian?

11.
What does Odysseus make from the olive tree?

12.
On the second evening, what does Odysseus offer the cyclops?  Why?

13.
What name does Odysseus call himself?  Why?

14.
What “gift” will the cyclops give to Odysseus?

15.
Describe the attack on the cyclops.

16.
Why don’t the other cyclopes help?

17.
What plan does Odysseus devise to get himself and his men out of the cave?

18.
What does Odysseus steal from the cyclops?

19.
Who does Odysseus first say has “paid” the cyclops?

20.
What does the cyclops hurl at the ship?

21.
What does the crew beg Odysseus to do?

22.
Why did Odysseus ignore them?

23.
What is the name of the specific cyclops Odysseus encounters?

24.
Who is the father of this cyclops?

25.
What does the cyclops say was his fate?

26.
What does the cyclops ask of his father?

“The Witch Circe” 

1.
Who is Aeolus?

2.
What gift does Odysseus receive from Aeolus?

3.
How did Odysseus’ men spoil that gift?

4.
How does the story of the bag of winds relate to Homer’s description of Odysseus’ wandering in his introduction (lines 10-11)?

5.
What do the Laestrygonians do?

6.
Describe the hall of Circe.

7.
What does Polites think Circe is (line 464)?

8.
Define “ambrosial.”

9.
Why won’t Eurylochus enter Circe’s hall?

10.
How does Circe’s treatment of the men change between lines 476-477?

11.
In what ways does the story of Circe remind you of the Lotus Eaters?

12.
What does Circe turn the men into?

13.
What does Hermes give Odysseus to protect him?

14.
Why does Circe free Odysseus’ men?

15.
How long does Odysseus stay with Circe?

16.
Where does Circe instruct Odysseus to go?  Why?

17.
What can we learn about the deceptive nature of beauty from this episode?
“The Land of the Dead” (p. 999-1004)

1.
Who is Teiresias?

2.
Why is it significant that Teiresias is blind?

3.
Why did Odysseus make a sacrifice?

4.
Which god has prepared a rough journey home for Odysseus?

5.
What does Teiresias warn about the cows of Helios?

6.
What does Teiresias say about Odysseus’ personal fate?

7.
What will Odysseus find when he returns home?

“The Sirens; Scylla and Charybdis” (p. 1005-1017)

1.
Where does Odysseus go after talking to Tiresias?

2.
What threat does Circe say the Sirens present?

3.
How can Odysseus avoid disaster when he sails near the Sirens?

4.
If Odysseus wants to hear their voices, what should he do?

5.
Describe Scylla, the next challenge.

6.
Across the river is Charybdis—describe this peril.

7.
What is Circe’s advice when facing Scylla and Charybdis simultaneously?

8.
What part of Tiresias’ prophecy does Odysseus withhold from his men?

9.
What sight is the “far worst I have ever suffered,” according to Odysseus?

10.
Why do Odysseus’ men eat the cattle of Helios?

11.
How does Zeus punish the men?

12.
What happens to Odysseus then?

