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The Call of the Wild and Mythology
Buck’s journey in the novel can be compared to the one Odysseus takes.  Some of the events that Buck experiences parallel those of Odysseus.  Make the connection between the two protagonists in the following questions.

1.  What effect does the lone wolf that Buck encounters in the forest have on him that is similar to the effect the Lotus Eaters have on Odysseus’ men?  

2.  What lesson does Buck learn from the man in the red sweater that Odysseus learns from his encounter with the Cicones?

3.  Just as Odysseus’ men undergo a change in appearance when Circe turns them into pigs, Buck undergoes a change in appearance in Chapter 6.  Write down a quote from that chapter that describes Buck’s transformation.

4.  Buck must do something similar to Spitz that Odysseus does to Polyphemus in order to defeat him.  What does Buck do to defeat Spitz?

5.  What does Thornton do for Buck that is similar to what Calypso does for Odysseus?

6.  Aeolus aids Odysseus on his journey by giving him a bag of wind to blow him to Ithaka.  How does Francois aid Buck on his journey through the Yukon?
7.  An epic hero must travel to the Underworld at some point in his journey.  Write down a passage from the novel that describes Buck as more dead than alive and represents his symbolic visit to the Underworld.

8.  Laestrygonians are a race of cannibals who attack and eat some of Odysseus’ men.  What is an example of cannibalism in The Call of the Wild?

9.  What does the wolf howls that Buck hears at night similar to the sirens in The Odyssey?

10.  In the end, an epic hero returns home to assume his right place.  How does the ending of The Call of the Wild represent this for Buck?

