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The Hero’s Journey Essay


We’ve talked a lot about The Hero’s Journey and its various components.  By analyzing The Odyssey, you can find many of the steps we discussed before reading.  After our trips through Star Wars and The Odyssey, you should be more adept at recognizing the parts of The Hero’s Journey when you see them.  We’re about to put that knowledge to the test.


I want you to select a source of your choice from which to analyze and discuss The Hero’s Journey, as well as compare it to the one found within The Odyssey.  Granted, the portion of The Odyssey we have in the book is heavily abridged, but you can see many, if not most, of the steps of The Hero’s Journey on display.  The source you choose should not only contain the steps of The Hero’s Journey but also be easily defendable when placed under scrutiny.  If you have to make extreme leaps of logic to see or understand the steps of the journey, perhaps that source is not worth using.  Remember, a major test grade hangs in the balance.  You don’t want to pick a bad source and have it come back to bite you.

You’re going to trace the various steps of The Hero’s Journey through your source, explaining why each is a good representation of its respective step.  Because a paragraph should not contain more than one or two steps and their explanations, this paper should easily fill three (or more) pages.  You should also include a few examples tying the steps, your source, and The Odyssey together.  You’ll cite these examples with page numbers, but you won’t need a Works Cited page since you will only have one source.  We will also go over appropriate heading, formatting, and structure, so, assuming you pay attention, these components should not affect your overall grade.

Also, be aware of classic pitfalls when writing an essay.  Avoid summarizing at all costs.  Providing an example or a reference should only take a sentence or two; you should not include enormous chunks of text from a printed source or never-ending summaries of scenes from movies.  To do so is not only amateurish, but also proves that you have no commentary or opinion to add and are desperately trying to fill space.  You cannot use the word I in this essay.  Instead, state your ideas and opinions as if they are obvious and should be considered facts.  Here’s an example:

Wrong: I think that Luke Skywalker represents an epic hero because he takes part in each step of The Hero’s Journey throughout the running time of the Star Wars trilogy.

Right: Luke Skywalker is an obvious example of an epic hero because he takes part in each step of The Hero’s Journey throughout the running time of the Star Wars trilogy.

On the back, you will find a list of movies that you are not allowed to use, either because they are too easy or not great examples.

Star Wars or the Star Wars trilogy.  (The prequels were too awful to even think about using.)

Spider-man (old and new)

Iron Man

The Avengers (team movies not a good idea)

X-Men (same reason)

Superman (any of them)
Thor

The Hunger Games

Twilight (too awful)

Finding Nemo

The Incredibles
Harry Potter

Percy Jackson
