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Though today’s heroes usually carry weapons and dispatch bad guys in slow motion while winking at impossibly gorgeous women, such behavior is not required in order to be considered a hero.  In fact, everyday heroes are the type who rarely draw attention to themselves or ask for gratitude.  Doing the right thing is an expectation, not something to be rewarded.

Atticus Finch is one of the greatest heroes in all of literature, and you’re going to write about him.  What is a hero, and why can Atticus be considered one?  What does he do that makes him heroic?  Finally, how do his actions affect those around him?  How do we see that influence?  (Think in terms of immediate influence—such as how he is a role model to Jem and Scout—as well as in terms of the bigger picture.)   It would be impossible to include every detail, so focus on the aspects of Atticus that you feel will best convey his heroic nature and accomplishments.  Basically, using examples from the novel prove to me that Atticus is deserving of the title hero. Beware of the following pitfalls while writing your paper:

· Don’t summarize.  Summarizing only indicates to me that you have no idea what the actual assignment is and/or did not read or pay attention to the book while we were working in class.

· Make sure you adhere to all the essay writing guidelines we have gone over thus far in class.  Failure to do so will again indicate that you have not been paying attention for most of your natural life.

· This paper should be typed and double-spaced.  There are no excuses.  It’s the twenty-first century, people; we should all have access to a computer somewhere.  If you say you don’t, allow me to retort by pointing out the seventy-five labs we have here at the school.

· You better have a rough draft on all peer review days.

· Don’t summarize.  Anything.  Ever.

· Make sure your essay is original work.  While all students must sign the honor code at the beginning of the school year, some have a habit of forgetting it when it serves their purpose (or doesn’t).  Don’t let this happen to you.

· Remember, this is not a Hero’s Journey essay.

· There should be no need for a bunch of additional information in this essay, the book should be enough.  If you do use outside information, see me and we will talk about how to footnote it or put it into a bibliography.  Again, the need for outside information is minimal, the movie and the book should provide you with more than enough points.

· Don’t summarize.  It’s worse than malaria.
· Don’t forget your MLA citations!  There are references on the OWL to guide you on your in-text citations and source citation(s).
