Views of Marriage and Love in Romeo and Juliet
Capulet:

Act I, scene 2, lines 7-33




You should not rush into marriage.  (Juliet should wait two years.)

The daughter should pick her husband and the father consent to the arrangement.  The father should not choose for the daughter.

You should look at all your options before choosing a spouse.

Romeo:

Act I, scene 1, lines 191-195




“Love is a smoke made with the fume of sighs….  




A madness most discreet, 




A choking gall and a preserving sweet.”




Act I, scene 4, lines 25-26




“Is love a tender thing?  It is too rough,




Too rude, too boist’rous, and it pricks like thorn.”




Act II, scene 2, lines 66-68




“With love’s light wings did I o’erpech these walls;




For stony limits cannot hold love out,

And what love can do, that dares love attempt.”

Act II, scene 3, lines 50-51, 85-87

“Her I love now 

Doth grace for grace and love for love allow.  

The other did not so.”

Friar Lawrence:
Act II, scene 3, line 94




Act II, scene 6, lines 9-15




“Wisely and slow.  They stumble that run fast.”




“These violent delights have violent ends…




Therefore love moderately: long love doth so.”

Lady Capulet:

Act I, scene 3, lines 69-74 and 79-94




Ladies of esteem get married early—she did.

Ladies should marry for money—“so shall you share all that he doth possess, by having him, making yourself no less”

Mercutio:

Act I, scene 4, lines 27-28




Act II, scene 4, lines 13-17




“If love be rough with you, be rough with love; 

Prick love for pricking, and you beat love down.”

Love is something to conquer and fight with—not something to accept or submit to.  You should not be “whipped.”

Act II, scene 1, lines 7-21, and 33-37

Love = sex; not something to be taken seriously

Juliet:


Act I, scene 3, line 64




“It is an honor I dream not of.”




Act I, scene 3, lines 97-99




“I’ll look to like, if looking liking move;

But no more deep will I endart mine eye 

Than your consent gives strength to make it fly.”

Act I, scene 5, lines 136-137

“Go ask his name—If he be married,

My grave is like to be my wedding bed.”

Act II, scene 2, lines 85-105

Quickly and honestly confesses her love instead of playing games—

expects Romeo to be just as honest and faithful.

Act II, scene 2, lines 142-149

“…And all my fortunes at thy foot I’ll lay

And follow thee my lord throughout the world.”

Nurse’s speech to Romeo Act II, scene 4, lines 203-208

“There is a nobleman in town, one Paris, that would

fain lay knife abroad; but she, good soul, had as

lieve see a toad, a very toad, as see him.  I anger her

sometimes, and tell her that Paris is the properer

man, but I’ll warrant you, when I say so, she

looks as pale as any clout in the versal world.”

