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Why Read Jack London’s The Call of the Wild

Many students read The Call of the Wild in middle school; however, Jack London did not write his book for children.  At first glance, the story seems to be a children’s story about a dog.  On the contrary, a children’s book would not include words such as unwonted, obdurate, salient, perambulating, inexorable, and expediency.  These are just a few examples of the language that is used liberally throughout the novel.   

Additionally, because Jack London did not write for children, many scholars have conjectured that London’s novel is not simply about a dog.  Many people have compared Buck, the protagonist in the novel, to everything from a slave to an epic hero.  Even though some students have previously read the novel in middle school, high school teachers often have students read the story again to look for a deeper meaning to the story’s plot.  Often in college, professors will ask students to read a familiar piece of literature to analyze the work from a different perspective.  The Call of the Wild lends itself perfectly for this type of analysis.
While reading The Call of the Wild, you will gather evidence from the novel to support the theory that Buck represents one of the following:

· A slave

· Someone who loses his innocence and gains wisdom as he matures

· An example of Darwin’s theory of “survival of the fittest”

· An epic hero

As you read the novel, locate quotes in the book that you can include in an essay to support your position.  Be sure to write down the page number where the quote is located in the book.  You may want to buy your own book so that you may highlight or underline your quotes in your own book.  You can order a copy of The Call of the Wild from Dover Publication online for $1.50 plus shipping and tax.

